
OQunlEYE LlVlnQ UP
to His NamE

by Debbie O'Leary
His heritage is as exotic and powerful

as his name. His maternal grandfather
was a mayor in Nigeria while his paternal
grandfuthet, whom he was named afret,
was a governor. which the locals refer to
as "a king." His first name means "The
crown has come home" and his
surname means "Iron God." If
the Indiana
University
fOOtball
team is
going to
find success
this year,
they need
Adewale
Ogunleye to
live up to
his name.
And that's
just what he
intends co
do.
"I've got

(0 become
the team leadet," he said. "Jr's so easy fot
young players to look at the uppetclass-
men and pull theit attitudes from us. If
we're clown, they're going to get down.
So I've got to stay positive. play within
my game and not worry about who
we're playing. The underclassmen want
me to lead, along with Jabar (Robinson)
and Damian (Gregory). We've all got to
get out and lead."
Last year as a sophomore, Ogunleye

excelled on the field with one of the
most productive seasons by a defensive
player in IV history. The 6-5, 260-
pound defensive end finished the season
with 21 tackles for loss, including 10
sacks. His 21 tackles for loss was the
second highest single-season total in
school history behind Van Waiters' 24
during the 1986 season.
While Ogunleye said he's pleased

with the caliber of freshmen athletes this
year, he stressed the need for the upper-
classmen to take the reins and not rely
on the newcomers to shoulder the load.
"I like the new recruits," he said. "But
to tell the truth, for freshmen to come
in and playa dominant role spells 2-9
again. We need 20 upperclassmen to

play well with the help of a couple of
fTeshmen."

Likewise, they can't depend solely on
the efforts of Anewaan Randle £I. Along
with the rest of the Hoosier staff,
Ogunleye is thrilled with the talent and
intensity of the newest addition to the

stable of quarterbacks. "Antwaan
is a real fireball." he said. "He's
really motivated. And he's
pushed Jay Rodgers. It's good to
see those guys battling for that
spot. 'Twaan is making Jay work
hard and Jay's not going to give
up that spot without a fight. Jr's
great for them and it's a good
confidence booster for the
offense and the whole team.
"Bur, for us to depend solely

on Ant\vaan to win. it's not going
to happen." he stipulated. "h's
going to take me and a couple of
the guys who've been there to
step up and cover his mistakes,
which in his first year he is going
to make just like the rest of us."
While last year was a rebuilding

year, the All-America candidate said he
feels the excuses have now run out.
"This is the first real year where all the
excuses are out the door," Ogunleye
said. "This is the moment of truth. The
upperclassmen are pumped up. We're
trying to get past the faked pumped up.
1 think this is the real thing. People are
happy for the season to start."

Bur will their confidence be strong
enough to handle a setback? "Our confi-
dence level for the Western Michigan
game is going to be so jacked up,"
Ogunleye said.
The Hoosiers' football struggles dur-

ing his two years on the team have been
difficult for the Staten Island, N.Y.
native to handle. "The losses have been
hard. It's been a real setback," he
explained. "But, I'm learning to play
good football. So it was a good decision
to come here."
Moving from New York to

Bloomington was almost as much a
culrural shock for "Wally" as it was for
his parents moving from Nigeria to
New York. Bur each had the same ulti-
mate goal-a good education. Both his
parents received master's degrees in New

York and now work for the city as social
workers. Ogunleye said his decision to
come to IU was an especially good one
academically. "I'll graduate in four years,
and since I have another season of eligi-
biliry, I'll be able to starr taking law
classes to prepare for graduate school,"
he said.

But the move was a difficult one to
deal with at first. "1 tell people it's like
moving from a Corvette to a pickup
truck," he laughed. "h's so fast in New
York and so slow here. But people are so
friendly in the Midwest. They don't
even know you but they still say 'hi:
"And I had never even heard of bis-

cuits and gravy before moving here, but
now it's my favorite thing to eat for
breakfast!"

Now when he takes friends home fat
a visit he gets overwhelmed by the pace
again. "I almost got sideswiped driving
because I was going so slow. I had to
floor it just to keep up," he chuckled.
Bur, Ogunleye has hit his stride at

Indiana, and he knows and is prepared
for what is expected of him this season.
So, while Indiana may not need "the
crown" to come home, they would love
to see the return of "the Bucket." And
the young man with the powerful name
would be more than happy to oblige.
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